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Postgraduate Diploma in Education Course Descriptions (English & Arabic)

Foundations for Sustainable and Effective
Learning (8 Credit Hours)

EDPG 8101E INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN
LEARNING AND EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)

Co-requisites: EDPG 8103E, EDPG 8104E.

In this course you will become familiar with the
foundations of learning and the key results of
modern learning sciences. The course covers
the key principles of educational psychology
and how to design teaching according to our
cognitive system: attention, memory, self-
regulation and study strategies. Teachers’
epistemic beliefs (conceptions of learning and
knowledge) are also addressed. Then we
proceed towards socio-constructivist theories
of learning. The course includes an
introduction to the research related to the
main themes of the course. The themes will be
examined combining theory and practice and
students will become acquainted with the
teaching practices ideal for effective and
meaningful learning.

and find out about the role of our brain in
learning!

EDPG 8103E SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
LEARNING

(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)

Corequisites: EDPG 8101E, EDPG 8104E.

This course introduces the theories and
concepts of social and emotional learning and
group development in order to promote
students’ learning and well-being. You will
learn about self-awareness, self-management,
social awareness, relationship skills and
responsible decision making. You will practice
effective pedagogical interaction and how to
give feedback (feed forward) to your students
in respectful and constructive ways that
promote learning and overall well-being. The
focus is on how to put these skills into practice.
This course is helpful in understanding group
dynamics and collaboration with students’
families and colleagues at school, too.

EDPG 8102E NEUROSCIENCE IN LEARNING
(2 credit hours, 6 or 8 weeks)
Prerequisites: None

This course will teach you how we use our
brain when learning and how neurosciences
see the role of sleep, breaks, healthy habits
and exercise in learning. The connections
among sports, music, arts and handicraft with
learning and cognition are explored. The
course covers how neurosciences can be used
as an effective tool for understanding learning
and teaching. Learn about the most mind-
blowing insights from neuroscience research

EDPG 8104E HOW TO MOTIVATE STUDENTS
(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)
Corequisites: EDPG 8101E, EDPG 8103E.

In this course, you will become familiar with
various forms of motivation, academic
emotions, and interest. The engaging learning
model puts together cognitive, social,
emotional, and motivational aspects of
learning. You will learn in practice, how to
promote interest, motivate your students and
make learning enjoyable. You will also learn
about how to balance the challenges and skills
of your students in order to promote flow
experiences in learning. You will understand
how essential motivation and emotion are for
engaging and sustainable learning.
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Assessment (2 Credit Hours)
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EDPG 8201E MOTIVATING ASSESSMENT
(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)
Co-requisites: EDPG 8301E, EDPG 8302E.

In this course you will become familiar with
principal ideas of assessment and learn to
choose and use different kinds of assessment
methods aligned with the pedagogical needs.
The course covers not only the basic ideas and
methods of assessment, but also the creation
of such an assessment culture in school which
aims at promoting learning and motivating
learners. You will also gain understanding of
assessment of interdisciplinary projects.

Developing Competencies and Curriculum
Design for the Future (4 Credit Hours)

EDPG 8301E CURRICULUM DESIGN FOR THE
FUTURE: FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE

(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)

Co-requisites: EDPG 8201E, EDPG 8302E.

In this course you will become familiar with
curriculum design. There are various ways of
creating a curriculum, and internationally the
practices vary. For instance, subject-matter
based, project-based, problem-based, or
integrated curriculum are promoted to
differing degrees in different curricula. Usually,
the school curriculum is national and, in many
cases, well-defined according to the local
policy. This course looks at the curriculum
design principles in your own culture, but also
the international trends. After this course, you
shall understand better what the meaning of
curriculum is in the teacher’s work and at the
school level.

EDPG 8302E CORE SKILLS, LIFE-LONG
LEARNING AND ETHICAL SCHOOL CULTURE IN
THE DIGITAL AGE (21st century skills)

(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)

Co-requisites: EDPG 8201E, EDPG 8301E.

During this course you shall learn the most
important 21st century skills that are needed
for successful learning to be successful in a
modern society. The course covers the latest
ideas of how to implement new ideas and
technologies in practice. Through this course,
you learn how to support the entrepreneurial
mindset of your students and help them to
develop the needed future skills. You shall be
able to carry out innovative projects and use
the latest technologies and follow the
demands of the national curriculum and
support broad-based competencies in your
students.

Research Methods (4 Credit Hours)

EDPG 8401E PROJECT WORK A: TEACHER AS A
RESEARCHER

(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)

Prerequisites: None

In this course you will learn the basics of
guantitative research in order to have
sufficient scientific literacy to interpret various
sources of knowledge and understand what
research-based teaching is. You shall learn how
to interpret and understand various
guantitative methodological perspectives in
social sciences and education. As a teacher,
you shall make informed choices that are
informed by latest research.
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EDPG 8402E PROJECT WORK B: TEACHER AS A
RESEARCHER

(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)

Prerequisites: EDPG 8401E.

In this course you will continue the process you
started on the 8401 course. You shall be able
to look at qualitative assessment practices
from methodological perspectives and carry
out small scale investigations, when necessary.
You learn to be critical towards approaches to
teaching and learning that may be harmful for
your students and apply some central scientific
concepts in your work.

Practicum (6 Credit Hours)

EDPG 8403E PREPARING FOR THE TEACHER
LICENSING EXAM

(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)

-- This is a required course for the students who
do not hold the Teacher license. —

During this course teachers learn about the
UAE teaching standards and the UAE vision for
the coming 50 years in education, with specific
expectations pertaining to all teachers to
implement a first-rate education system. The
students will be exposed to the teaching
license examination and prepare for the
pedagogy exam. Followed by the subject’s
exam as dictated by the MoE. The course will
support preparation towards the license exam
and is not a substitute for any qualification
requirement as per the Ministry of Education
requirement.
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-- This is a required course for the students who
hold a valid Teacher license. —

During this course you will make a portfolio of
your certificates and diplomas showing your
knowledge, skills, and competencies for a
teacher profession. Based on your portfolio
and what you have learned you will make a
plan on how to maintain your expertise and
how to foster your professional development
based on the relevant scientific literature. You
will have an opportunity to deepen your
understanding of topics you are interested in
related to the teaching profession by creating
a plan on how to move on to reach this
understanding.

EDPG 8404E DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE
FUTURE

(2 credit hours, 8 weeks)

EDPG 8501E PRACTICUM FOR PRE-SERVICE
TEACHERS: TEACHING PRACTICE

(4 credit hours, 8 weeks)

Prerequisites: 18 credit hours of PGDE
coursework completed

The fundamental purpose of the teaching
practice is to offer the teacher trainee as
truthful and real a picture of the teacher's
work as possible. Teaching practice includes a
lot of learning, self-development and growing
to become a professional teacher. It enables
teacher trainees to test various pedagogical
methods under the guidance of professionals.
In the safe learning environment teacher
trainees can receive feedback, analyse their
experiences, and reflect their learning. During
the practicum experience, you will have two
mentors, a SEA faculty member and a SPEA
subject expert who serves as a school
improvement advisor. In addition, the host
teacher of the class you teach will give you
practical advice on the teacher's daily work.
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EDPG 8502E PRACTICUM FOR IN-SERVICE
TEACHERS: TEACHING PRACTICE

(4 credit hours, 8 weeks)

Prerequisites: 18 credit hours of PGDE
coursework completed

The fundamental purpose of the teaching
practice is to offer the teacher trainee as
truthful and real a picture of the teacher's
work as possible. Teaching practice includes a
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lot of learning, self-development and growing
to become a professional teacher. It enables
teacher trainees to test various pedagogical
methods under the guidance of professionals.
In the safe learning environment teacher
trainees can receive feedback, analyze their
experiences, and reflect on their learning.
During the practicum experience, you will have
two mentors, a SEA faculty member and a
SPEA subject expert who serves as a school
improvement advisor.
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